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CONTINUING  EDUCATION  FOR  MEDICAL  LABORATORY  PERSONNEL 
A  special  memorandum  to  those  responsible  for  the  ADMINISTRATION  of  Facilities 
Licensed  to  Operate  as  Hospitals  in  Montana. 

You  have  received  from  Mountain  States  Regional  Medical  Program  -  Montana 
memoranda  concerning  the  Med-Lab  Continuing  Education  program^    Funds  were  reduced 
by  50  per  cent  for  fiscal  year  1971  so  it  has  been  necessary  to  request  the  organi- 
zation employing  the  technologist  to  finance  per  diem  and  travel  and  half  of  the 
cost  of  tuition. 


Workshops  at  the  universities  last  year  emphasized  Hematology,  Immunohematology 
and  Microbiology.    This  year  the  sole  university  short  course  is  "Clinical 
Enzymology  and  Lipid  Protein  Workshop".    Although  much  of  this  work  is  done  in  cook- 
book style  with  "Kits",  it  is  very  important  for  persons  using  them  to  thoroughly 
understand  the  theory  behind  what  is  taking  place.    One  is  bound  to  encounter 
difficulties  and  atypical  reactions  and  will  need  to  know  what  could  have  gone  wrong 
and  how  to  correct  it.    There  is  also  need  for  technologists  to  have  knowledge 
sufficient  to  enable  them  to  assist  physicians  in  assessing  the  significance  of 
abnormal  findings.     I  was  rather  adamants  based  upon  deficiencies  observed  during 
surveys  of  your  laboratories,  about  the  need  for  x°efresher  work  in  this  phase  of 
clinical  chemistry.    Technologists  also  expressed  a  desire  for  this  course  in 
response  to  a  questionnaire  sent  out  by  RMP. 

Although  this  course  is  to  be  given  in  Missoula  September  14-18,  only  four 
registrations  have  been  received  to  date.    A  minimum  of  10  students  is  required 
before  the  course  can  be  held.    A  record  of  attendance  at  Regional  Medical  Program 
and  State  Department  of  Health  workshops  is  kept  in  the  individual  file  on  your 
laboratory  in  Hospital  and  Medical  Facilities. 

Bench  Training  in  Diagnostic  Bacteriology  is  also  available  through  the 
Regional'  Medical  Program.    You  will  soon  receive  information  on  one-day 
regional  workshops  on  blood  bankings,  quality  control  and  "kit"  chemistry  to  be 
held  in  your  area- — watch  for  this  announcement! 

HOSPITAL  MICROBIOLOGY 

We  do  not  process  environmental  cultwes  in  the  microbiology  laboratory  as  much 
of  their  value  is  lost  when  done  in  a  facility  remote  from  the  hospital.     If  you 
isolate  an  organism  considered  to  have  significance  and  have  difficulty  in  identi- 
fication, you  may  refer  it  to  us  for  further  study.    Here  is  our  guideline  on  hospital 
microbiology's    "Every  facility  in  Montana  licensed  as  a  hospital  must  maintain 
microbiological  surveillance  of  the  environment.     In  those  licensed  for  20  or  more 
beds,  it  should  be  based  on  ability  to  do  primary  bacteriological  culturing  of 
specimens  from  man,  and  especially  on  material  from  suspected  nosocomial  (hospital- 
acquired)  infections.     There  is  disagreement  as  to  the  value  of  routine  swabbing 
of  surfaces  for  culture  but  selective  culturing  of  operating  rooms  9  surfaces  where 
food  is  prepared  and  special  solutions  is  recommended" »     Additional  information  on 
requirements  for  hospital  microbiology  is  contained  in  Laboratory  Bulletin  23. 


